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Aerial View of Eagle Point, Oregon taken around 1982 
Look closely and you can find the Eagle Point Museum 


The Eagle Point First State Bank Safe 
Comes Back Home. The continuing Saga. 


The Eagle Point State Bank 1911-1954 
By Barbara Hegne 

We really put Eagle Point on the map with this project. 
We made the Associated Press and hit every 
newspaper in the United States (well almost every 
newspaper). We had the safe hauled to the Nugget in 
Sparks, Nevada to a Vault and Technicians 
Convention. There were 400 safe crackers attending. 
What a blast. They worked on the safe and Dave 
McOmie of Camas, Washington (an instructor) opened 
the bottom part of the safe. Nothing but rust inside. 
Dave worked on the top safe and got it unlocked, but 
the door is rusted and he could not get it open. | was a 
celebrity for a day being interviewed on three Reno 
television channels and the British Broadcasting 
Company, then the safe was hauled back to Eagle 
Point where it is sitting waiting to be opened. This is 
not the end of the story as we will continue to put oil on 
it and hope at a future date to get the top opened. 
We wish to thank Dave McOmie for opening the safe 
and Johnny Andracki for hauling the safe to Sparks. 
The trip was a fun one for me personally because of all 
the interest and excitement the old safe created. Even 
John Ascuaga, the owner of the Sparks Nugget, asked 
me for one of our Eagle Point Historical newsletters. B. 
ink 


Top: Dave McOmic of Camas, Washington and a 
student, are trying to get the safe open. 

Bottom: Students from the Vault and Safe 
Technicians Convention at the Sparks Nugget taking 
photos and learning how to unlock the old 
Cannonball/Victor safe. 


Correspondence: : 
We received a note from Joan Redmond in Cocoa 
Beach Florida letting us know she saw an article in the 
newspaper about the Eagle Point safe. Also heard from 
member Beverly Bishop of Sacramento. Another letter 
arrived as follows: “Dear Ms. Hegne. | hear that you are 
looking for someone to open a old victor safe. | can help 
you.Does your safe have two safes? One in the base & 
one on top? A big round like safe? | can open it for you 
via the tumblers without punching it or peeling it or 
blowing it. We can open it in no time. | am 60 years old 
& my partner is in his 40’s. We can open the safe & 
strongbox type safe.We are both incarcerated at the 
same institution here in Pennsylvania. You could 
petition your local judge to have us transferred to the 
Eagle Point jail for we can open your safe. Is there a 
reward? And could you send me a photo of the safe. 
Please accept my sincerest respect accompanied with 
my best wishes. | am looking forward to hearing from 
you. Thanking you for your time, | remain Ed Chaparro.” 


Top left: Maintenance man at the Sparks Nugget trying 
to warm the safe door to open it. Right: Gus Picollo & 
crew hauled the safe from Beebe Farms to the Eagle 
Point Museum. Ken Beebe on left, Gus Picollo on right. 
Below: Johnny Andracki hauled the safe to Sparks, 
Nevada. He works for Maynard Hadley Towing. 


Correspondence Continued: 

“Greetings Barbara Hegne.Thank you for your letter & 
newsletter. Due to the fact that your museum is a non- 
profit organization and are county funded, | will open 
your safe & strong box for free. | have been cracking 
safes since the 1950’s—lI started as a teenager by 
sawing off the comer, then my crime partner (an older 
man) would “peel” the safe open. He taught me how to 
blow a safe by drilling a hole into the safe, fill it with 
water and then blow it open. The water inside would 
prevent the contents from burning. As the years went 
by | met another dude that was cracking safes. He 
taught me everything & | went out on my own. He 
taught me to peel safes right on the spot. Punching the 
dial, drilling the dial, blowing the safe and the 
manipulation process which is fast, clean & I’m out of 
there with the loot. My favorite. | cracked safes in Ohio, 
California New York, Michigan, Illinois, Mexico and 
Canada. | am 60 years old and my safe cracking days 
are over. But | will open your safe for you as my 
contribution to the Historical society, but | won't turn 
down a home cooked meal of beef stew. hummm. If you 
want me to open your safe & strong box you can 
petition your local judge for a court order to have me 
transferred to the Eagle Point jail...” Ed Chaparro. 


Fund Raising Sales Items 


Wouldn’t you just love to 
have one of these “Wood 
House” T-Shirts. Join Walter 
Wood and Mrs. Wood to 
show your love of the old 
historical house. The T- 
Shirts were designed and 
produced by our own board 
member, Lynn Helgedalen 
(owner of FreeStyle 
Graphics). They come in all 
sizes and the photograph is 
in natural color with a vibrant 
blue border. You can find 
these great T-Shirts at the 
Eagle Point Museum or we 
will mail them. They sell for 
$13.95 (plus postage if 
mailed), with the profits 
going toward our efforts to 
save the “Wood House.” 


Get your “Il Helped Save The Wood 
House” Blinking Button. It sells for 
only $ 3.50 and Blinks for over 100 
hours and the batteries can be 
replaced. Show your support by 
clipping on this unique button and 
wearing it proudly. For Sale at the 
Eagle Point Museum Now and on 
July 4th and at our annual Yard 
Sale/Silent Auction/and “Save the 
Wood House Day,” to be held 


Sunday August 18th. 


Toys, Antiques, Jewelry, Books, Furniture, 


A spectacular event was held at 
the Wood House on HWY. 62 
May 26. The Southern Oregon 
Military Vehicle Collectors Club 
in partnership with the Eagle 
Point Historical Society & 
museum brought together this 
grand affair. Over 250 people| — 
attended the event which] pion Sr 9 
included displays of military) |. 2... 

vehicles, WWII memorabilia and 
history tales of the Wood House. 
It was a beautiful day and 
everyone had a great time. We 
are planning several events on 
the Wood House land. If you 
have an upcoming event and 
would like to work with the 
historical society at the Wood 
House, please call the museum 
826-4166 to schedule. 
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ANNUAL CITY-WIDE YARD SALE/SILENT 
AUCTION & “SAVE THE WOOD HOUSE 
DAY’ TO BE HELD SUNDAY AUGUST 18TH 
8 AM UNTIL ?? 

Over 47 venders: Tools, Crafts, Cameras, 


WINDOW TOURS JOIN US FOR AN 
SCHEDULED AT INFORMATIVE AND 
THE HISTORICAL TALK 

WOOD HOUSE OF THE HOUSE 


Sporting Goods and much more. 

Museum Silent Auction courtesy: 
Seven Feather’s Hotel & Casino, Antonio’s 
Restaurant, Rod’s Salon & Day Spa, Barber 
Chair, Carte’s Carriages, Guadalajara 
Restaurant, Southern Oregon Nursery, Two 
Pines Smokehouse, Carlotta’s, Outback 
Steak House, Grange Co-op, Toni Woolsey 
(print), Thelma Ross (print), Raft Rite, Apple 
Peddler, Karen Cain-Smith, Trophy Room & 
Cafe Rick’s Greatway, West Coast 
Appliance, Vickie’s Restaurant, Little Ange! 
Pub. Bear Creek Corp., Round Table Pizza, 
Fred Meyer, Kurt Berger (massage) 
Parkside Cafe, Medford Taekwondo, 
Creative Cuts, Safeway, Barbara Hegne 
(book), Carol Reynolds (bag doll), Bi-Mart, 
Patties Fountain & Grill Bear Creek Golf, 
Dairy Queen, Eagle Point Museum Wood 
House T-Shirt and much more. 


EVERYONE IS PEER THROUGH 
CURIOUS WHAT OUR WINDOWS. 
THE INSIDE OF WALTER WOOD 
THE HOUSE WILL BE INSIDE 
LOOKS LIKE TO GREET YOU 


Thank You to the VFW for our new flag. 
It arrived just in time for the July 4th 
celebration. Wayne Jackson said this 
was a special flag and would not fade 
like the last one. 
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Wood House Update 
The Eagle Point Historical 
Society & Museum is in the 
process of fund raising and 
accepting donations _ to 
purchase the land the Wood 
House sits on. In order to 
further save the house, we 
need to purchase the land. 
There are 38 acres that go 
with the Wood House property 
and we need to raise around 
$20,000 for the down 
payment. 

Thank you to the following 
people who have donated to 
our “Wood House” Land 
Acquisition: 

Contemporary Autos’. of 
Southern Oregon. $500 
John Niemeyer $200 
Ted & Arlene Hoffman $100 
Lu Anthony & Company $100 
Merle & Marie Harper $20 
Joe & Jennifer Williams $50 
Evelyn Williams $20 
Keith Mclivain $20 
Beryl Hickson $150 
Mert & Erlene Thomson $50 
Michael & Sharon Warner $100 
Larry Fuller $100 
Alfred Buck $500 
J. Lb Muffler & = misc. 
contributions. 


Make out your tax deductible 
check to “Wood House,” land 
acquisition. Mail to Eagle Point 
Historical Society & Museum, P. 
O. Box 201, Eagle Point Or 
97524 


Volunteers 
Hats off to Dale Diebold for staffing 
the museum and folding 
brochures, again. 

Appreciation goes out to Skip & 
Charlotte Geear for trips to the 
Wood House mowing the lawn and 
keeping the grounds presentable. 
Thank you to Mary Anne Miller, 
Rusty Miller, Alvana Elrod, Skip & 
Charlotte Geear, Kurt Berger for 
their help with our Military Show at 
the Wood House. Thank you to 
Lynnea Helgedalen, Wayne 
Jackson and Barbara Hegne for 
their “behind the scenes help. 

We welcome our new _ flower 
garden volunteer, Barbara 
Dodenhoff. Her first day was 
almost a disaster when she went 
to get the garden hose and found 
a large black widow spider on the 
faucet. She did return a few days 
later and work. Welcome aboard 
Barbara. A big Thank You to 
Louise and Wayne Jackson for 
their continuing work on our flower 
garden. Kurt Berger and Don 
Reynolds cut weeds and 
overgrown grass from around the 
museum. Thanks’ to Carol 
Reynolds for help with newsletter. 


A memorial tree will be planted 
in the museum garden in honor 
of long time volunteer, Beryl 
Hickson. The tree is being 
donated as a courtesy of Mary 
Anne Miller. 

Beryl Hickson passed away in 
May 15, 2002. Beryl was a 
volunteer member of the Eagle 
Point Historical Society & 
Museum since our beginning in 
1978. The entire community will 
miss her smiling face. 


We are sad to report the 
passing of our long time 
member Velma Nobel. Velma 
was a life-time Eagle Pointer 
and a descendant of the John 
Mathews family who arrived 
here in 1853 


Welcome new members Bill & 
Wanda Griffith, Alfred Buck, 
Russ & Terry Noble. 


WHAT IS IT? 


These unusual and rare glasses were donated by Ed Pariani. They belonged to his grandfather who worked in a 
foundry.The glasses are blue in color and about 1/4 inch thick. They protected the worker's eyes from the bright fire. 
The leather nose piece protected the nose from burns while tending the fire. Printed on the paper cover is “King’s 
genuine Pugh open hearth glasses. 


Election of the Eagle Point Historical Society & Museum Board Members and 


appointment of officers will be held August 12, 2002. 


The Eagle Point Historical 
Society annual meeting 
and election of Board of 
Officers will be held at the 
museum at 6:30. This 
year in lieu of a pot luck 
we will serve _ light 
refreshmments. For 
further information call 
826-4166. 


Current Board Members 

Skip Geear: President 

Gary Asfeth: Vice President (out-going) 
Mary Anne Miller: Treasurer 

Kurt Berger: Secretary 

Lynnea Helgedalen 


Rick Chamberlain (out-going) 

Rusty Miller (out-going) 

Wayne Jackson: Alternate (alternates are apointed by the Board 
and may be appointed to additional terms) 

John Niemeyer: Alternate 


BOARD OF DIRECTOR CANDIDATES 
John Niemeyer has been 


Patty Stansell has been an Don Reynolds is not new to 
Eagle Point resident and the Eagle Point Historical serving as a Board Alternate 
business owner for 12 years. Society. He was elected Vice- for the past year. John lived 
She, and husband Rex, own President in 1993 and elected at Brownsboro and recently 
Patties Fountain & Grill Cafe on President in 1995. He probably purchased a home in town. 
Main Street. They cater to the would still be on our Board if he He has donated hundreds of 
local residents and during the wasn’t required to rest a year valuable items in memory of 
school year have a popular place before coming back. Don works his late wife, Virginia. These 
for the students. Patty and Rex for Timber Products as a items add greatly to the 
have three children and seven ‘Spreadman’ and he will retire in beauty and interest of our 
grandchildren. September. Now he will have museum. 
Patty has always been interested more time. Don has been a John is handy with a 
in the history of our area and is volunteer staffing the museum hammer and a screwdriver 
impressed with our work to save on weekends and tending the and he has made several 
the old Wood House on HWY. 62. museum grounds. Don, and his "epairs around the museum. 
— wife, Carol, have been museum 
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Barbara Hegne 
Editor, Publisher & curator since 
1990. Send letters, comments & 
suggestions to: P. O. Box 201, 
Eagle Point Or 97524 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 
Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


The Eagle Point Historical 
Society regular meetings are 
held the second Monday of 
each month at 7 PM. 

NOTE: July meeting will be held 
Monday 15, at 7 P. M. 


Staff & Volunteers: 
Barbara Hegne, Chief 
administrative officer 
Meilva Smith, Staff 
Museum Volunteers: 
Virginia Cutler 

Dale Diebold 

Louise Jackson 

Inita Kaiser 
Maryanne Miller 
Carol Reynolds 

Don Reynolds 

Lois Huntley 

Alvana Elrod 

Barbara Dodenhoff 


Board Members: 
Skip Geear, President 
Gary Afseth, Vice-president 
Mary Anne Miller, Treasurer 
Kurt Berger, Secretary 
Rusty Miller, Board 
Rick Chamberlain, Board 
Lynnea Helgedalen, Board 
Wayne Jackson, Board alternate 
John Niemeyer, Board alternate 


Membership: 
Teens $5.00 
Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $250 


True Historical Stories 


4 
Alvana E od f 


P. O.Box 


AQ#118 


Eagle ae 97524 


